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Taken together, the surviving bridges constructed by James Otis Follett constitute a highly 

representative and intact record of the work of an extraordinary native builder. At the same time, the 

bridges belong among the last structures of their kind in Vermont. In response to the outstanding nature 

of these historic resources, the Historic American Engineering Record plans to conduct field surveys and 

systematic recordings of the remaining bridges. The Follett bridges deserve immediate public 

recognition and careful preservation to ensure the continued survival of this unique legacy from late 

nineteenth century rural Vermont.  

 The Fair Brook Stone Arch Bridge consists of a single span supported by a stone segmental arch, 

which rests partly on exposed bedrock. At its base, the arch extends 22 feet; it rises 10.5 feet above the 

surface of the brook. The overall width of the arch is 14 feet, giving the roadway only one travel lane for 

modem vehicles. At its east end, the bridge is attached to a stone abutment about eight feet wider and 

oriented at a slightly different angle to the brook; the abutment appears to have been constructed for an 

earlier bridge on the site.  

The Fair Brook Bridge in the historic district holds particular distinction in this respect. The only 

surviving Follett bridge the arch of which is built of thin fieldstone slabs, the Fair Brook Bridge displays 

one of the finest architectural designs and stands in perhaps the most beautiful physical setting among 

the eleven bridges. Currently the greatest general threat to the surviving Follett bridges is inadequate 

maintenance, both of the active and disused ones. In fact, in the case of the outstanding Fair Brook 

Bridge, actual demolition is now being considered rather than repair of its somewhat deteriorated 

structure. The indifferent treatment of the Follett bridges derives partly from their inconspicuous 

locations on back roads, which tends to keep them from becoming more widely known and appreciated 

by the public.  

The arch itself is built mostly of thin slabs o fieldstone laid on edge and mortared into place, with larger 

blocks used toward the base. The spandrels of the arch are infilled with uncoursed fieldstone laid dry, 

the whole being overlaid with gravel to form the road surface. Makeshift log guardrails have been added 

to the sides of the roadway. The wing walls at the west end of the span and the older abutment at its east 

end are built of partly coursed fieldstone laid dry. In 1936 a concrete footing was poured at the west base 

of the arch and the southeast corner of the arch was faced with concrete: much of the latter has since 

broken away.  

The Fair Brook Bridge, located on West Hill Road, has suffered a certain amount of structural 

deterioration. Several pieces of softer stone, especially on the east side of the arch, have begun to 

fracture and crumble, possibly having been crushed by the weight of heavy vehicles crossing the bridge. 

At the southeast corner of the arch, some rocks have dislodged both from the edge of the arch and the 

contiguous embankment, exposing the arch to additional erosion. The structural integrity of the arch has 

clearly been impaired by these developments. The Town of Townshend now plans to replace the bridge, 

either by demolition of it and construction of a new bridge on the same site or by abandonment of it and 

construction of a new bridge on a new alignment of the road. 



 In a wooded area about 2/10 of a mile northwest of Scott Bridge along the disused Rogers Road 

(now Stone Arch Way) stands Town Bridge #18, one of the smaller stone arch bridges built by James 

Otis Follett. This bridge crosses a dry flood channel of Fair Brook about 100 feet south of the main 

channel. The precise year of its construction is indefinite, for the Townshend records do not specify its 

location. The bridge remains structurally sound but no longer carries any traffic.  

The Rogers Road/Stone Arch Way Bridge consists of a single span supported by a stone segmental 

arch. At its base, the arch extends 10 feet; it rises only 3.5 feet above the bed of the flood channel. The 

overall width of the arch is 16 feet. The arch is built of roughly cut granite slabs which are mortared into 

irregular courses. The spandrels and contiguous wing walls are built of uncoursed rubble stone laid dry, 

the whole being overlaid with gravel to form the road surface.  

 Buck Hill The similar Town Bridge #15 carries Buck Hill Road (Town Highway #42) across an 

unnamed and intermittent brook at the base of a forested hillside 2/10 of a mile south of Scott Bridge. 

The precise year of its construction is indefinite. The bridge remains structurally sound but carries only 

occasional logging and other vehicles on a seldom-used road. 

The Buck Hill Road Stone Arch Bridge consists of a single span supported by a segmental stone arch. 

At its base, the arch extends 7.5 feet; it rises only 3 feet above the bed of the brook. The overall width of 

the arch is 15 feet, giving the roadway only one lane of travel for modern vehicles. The arch is built of 

roughly cut granite slabs which are mortared into irregular courses. The spandrels of the arch are infilled 

with uncoursed rubble stone laid dry, the whole being overlaid with gravel to form the road surface.  

Negro Brook The fourth stone arch bridge in the historic district, Town Bridge #28, carries State 

Forest Road (Town Highway #4) across Negro Brook about 4/10 of a mile southeast of Scott Bridge and 

next to the west driveway of the Townshend State Forest headquarters. The precise year of its 

construction is indefinite. The Negro Brook Bridge remains structurally sound, but no longer carries 

vehicle traffic. 

The Negro Brook Stone Arch Bridge consists of a single span supported by a segmental stone arch. At 

its base, the arch extends 15 feet; it rises 5 feet above the surface of the brook. The overall width of the 

arch between the faces is 14.5 feet, giving the roadway only one travel lane for modern vehicles. The 

arch itself is built mostly of roughly cut granite slabs which are mortared into irregular courses. The 

spandrels of the arch and the low wing walls at the east end of the bridge are built of uncoursed rubble 

stone laid dry, the whole overlaid with gravel to form the road surface. Makeshift log guardrails have 

been added to the sides of the roadway.  

At least three other stone arch bridges built by James Otis Follett are known to have existed within 

relatively short distances from the Follett Stone Arch Bridge Historic District. One of the bridges stood 

west of the present Fair Brook Bridge in the so-called Barber District, carrying the same road (Town 

Highway #4) over the same brook. Another stood on the same road in the opposite direction, about 2.25 

miles southeast of the historic district. The third stood on a side road in the large meadow along the 

West River to the east of the State Forest entrance. These three bridges have been demolished and 

replaced at various times. Two others are still used: back Windham Road  in West Townshend and 

Route 35 at Simpson Brook Road . 
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