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This country is filled with brave men and women 
whose story will never be told………  Do you have 
a story to offer about such a person? 
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Summer is upon us, sure feels good to get out doors and tend to the 
gardens, tinker around the house, and go for a ride and see the lush 
forest again.  We had a very good time at the spring meeting in 
Williamstown.  Wonderful meal put on by Charity Chapter#57 of the 
Eastern Star.  It appears everyone enjoyed an attempt to understand 
the art of dowsing.  Now its time to return to your comfy little spot, 
get that refreshing beverage handy by, and lets see what we got for 
you.  First we will hear from the president, then a very interesting 
article provided by VOCA member Becky Tucker, some trivia, a thank 
you for the work of Newell Decker of St Albans, VT, a look in the 
Vault, some photos of VOCA members dowsing at the spring meeting, 
a visit with Conrad Beattie of Williamstown, VT.,     
 
~~~~~~~~~     President’s Report-Summer 2009   ~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Summer has almost arrived in Vermont and my garden is doing well 
despite the colder-than-normal June temperatures in Rutland.  In 
addition to my regular garden plants, I did receive a giant pumpkin 
seedling from a pumpkin that grew to almost 1000 pounds last year.  
Will keep you posted if I have any success in my pumpkin endeavors. 
 
I have received many inquiries on VOCA grants this year and would 
anticipate more communities being interested in grants due to the 
current state of the Vermont economy.  If you are doing a restoration 
project this season, please send before and after pictures for the news 
letter.  The editor always appreciates new and interesting material from 
the membership.  We had a wonderful spring meeting in Williamstown, 
Vermont.  Thanks to VOCA treasurer, Harry Fisher once again, for 
arranging the lunch and the guest speaker.  The food was outstanding 
and the dowsing presentation in the cemetery was quite the event.  I do 
believe the cemetery’s neighbors that witnessed our dowsing techniques 
in the cemetery must have thought we were all waiting to be “beamed 
up.”  A good time was had by all. 
 
My VOCA presentations have been keeping me busy.  The West Haven 
and Milton Historical Societies and the Clarendon Select Board were the 
most recent sites that have invited me to present on behalf of VOCA.   
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VOCA has gained many new members from these events and if you know 
of any organization that would be interested in a presentation, please 
have them contact me.  We do have members in different areas of the 
state that are available to provide an informative presentation. 
 
The Vermont Department of Correction, (DOC), work crews continue to 
do outstanding work in Vermont’s burial grounds and are active 
throughout the state.  The towns of Poultney and Tinmouth are the 
latest recipients of DOC work crews.   
 
If you are interested in this successful DOC project, please contact Mike 
O’Malley, Field Office Director, at 802-786-5099.  Our fall meeting will be 
October 3rd in Williamstown.  
 
 If any member has any questions or concerns regarding VOCA and/or 
agenda items for our fall meeting, please contact me at 802-773-3253. 
 
Tom Giffin 
 

 
The following has been provided by VOCA member Becky Tucker: 
 
At the request of the Crown Point Road Association (CPRA), an expert 
on ground penetrating radar (GPR), and magnetometry, Doria 
Kutrubes spent two days in Pittsford and Proctor recently looking for 
clues of an old burial ground and of the Crown Point Road, itself. 
 
The first was at the location of the old Hopkins burying ground in the 
Florence Road. Many stories have been told regarding this section of 
the pasture located (at what is now known as the Frank Bovey Farm), 
very near the three “fragments of a large boulder” visible from the 
highway on the east side of the Florence Road.  That the plot was once 
a burial ground is discussed in a story in the History of the Town of 
Pittsford by A.M. Caverly, published in 1872, and by owners previous 
to the Boveys.  Previous owners were said to have never plowed there 
because of the long-held understanding that unknown persons had 
been buried there, and the Boveys, likewise, have not plowed it. 
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Pittsford’s History says members of Waters, Sheldon, Lake, Mead and 
Stevens families and perhaps others, were interred there, with the last 
burial in 1803.  The headstones were removed by a property owner 
(perhaps G. and L. Hendee in the 1870s) after James Hopkins owned 
it, according to the History. 
 
Before Kutrubes’ arrival, Jim Moore, CPRA treasurer Jim Rowe, CPRA 
President and member Jim Purdy had previously laid out the Frank 
Bovey pasture in ten-foot rows, 100 feet wide and long, with a flag every 
4 feet.  The area is also in the vicinity of the Crown Point Road, built by 
General Amherst’s men in 1759 and 1760 that traveled from Fort #4 in 
Charlestown NH, to Crown Point NY.  The road crossed Otter Creek at 
Pitt’s Ford, somewhere near here.   
 
Ms Kutrubes, of Waltham MA, president and senior geophysicist, of 
Radar Solutions International (RSI) went over the ground three times 
Friday and Saturday, each time probing deeper with her equipment.  
Results are not in, but the first run with the GPR focused attention to 
some disturbance in the ground in the area nearest to the road, and the 
next day’s run with the magnetometer, then GPR with a bigger antenna 
may have confirmed these disturbances. 
 
Second, after the two-day scans of the burying ground property, 
Kutrubes and her helper Washington Kilpatrick of Ayer MA went to work 
on what is believed to have been the route at the 1759 Crown point Road 
at the end of Eden Avenue in Proctor.  According to Jim Moore, owner of 
the property and CPRA Treasurer, “we spent the afternoon laying out 
cross sections and running both the mag and GPR on the road and 
stonework that cuts down through the hollow, with hoping to get more 
information on construction techniques and age of that section of road.” 
 
Results and conclusions will come in the early part of June, and Radar 
Solutions International (www.radar.solutions.com) will be returning to 
Vermont for further research. 
 
  

 



VOCA Newsletter 5 

 
Graveyard Preservation Is Our Business 

 
Thanks to Newell 
Decker and the Heald 
Funeral Home in St 
Albans, Clarence W. 
Bevins now has a 
grave marker. 
 
“It is only fitting that 
he would have a 
gravestone to let 
people know he was 
here,” said Decker. 
 
Decker, a custodian at 
the Vermont District 
Courthouse in St 
Albans, remembers 
watching Bevins roll 
his own cigarettes, he 
would light them up 
and two or three puffs 
later they would go 
out. A little while later 
he would light it up 
again and it would go 
out again.  He 
probably did not die of 
lung cancer!  
 

More than 33 years after his death and just a few days before the 
annual holiday set aside to remember those who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice in defense of their nation, this Georgia veteran, Clarence W 
Bevins finally has a gravestone.  He was a railroad man, horse lover, 
and a U.S. Army Private.  Members of the Heald Funeral Home arrived 
at the Georgia Plains Cemetery with the marker, and with the help of 
Georgia resident Newell Decker, who knew Bevins, found the gravesite 
in a plot next to that of Bevin’s brother Harley.  Ironically Bevins had 
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worked as a gravedigger for the Heald family.  Bevins was drafted into 
the U.S. Army in 1918 at the age of 40.  After a year of combat in 
France he came back home to Vermont.  Bevins had a flair for home 
remedies. He would say catnip would stop a toothache!  The 
headstone dates birth as 5/16/1878 and death as 4/27/1975. 
 
   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

A look in the Vault:  Welcome our newest members! 
 
Raymond & Carol Richards, Mark & Bonnie Morse, Hayden James, 
Maurice & Carolyn Burden, Jay W. Simons, Rick & Peggy Stowell, and 
Joan Harvey.  If any of you wish to be more involved in VOCA or have 
a talent that would benefit VOCA please contact the President, Tom 
Giffin. 
 
Be sure to check the expiration date on your address label. 
 
Don’t forget the fall meeting, October 3rd (Saturday) in Williamstown, 
Vermont. Send $10.00 to Nadine Martin, (802-479-9664), 84 
Washington St, Barre, VT 05641.  Roast Pork for lunch. Directions:    
I-89 north to exit #5, go right off ramp (left if I-89 southbound), 
about 4 miles to Brush Hill Rd, (on your left), a few hundred yards up 
Bush Hill Rd you will see a school on your right, turn left across from 
the school to the Masonic Lodge.  
 
Have you found a cemetery to adopt this summer?  Get together with 
a few friends, take before and after photos and send them to the 
editor with a summary of the work done.  You may qualify for a grant 
for your project. 
 
Do you know something of a military grave in a cemetery that would 
make a good story, or someone who you feel would be of interest to 
our readers, or just someone that should be recognized.  Contact the 
editor.  
 
What about a 50/50 raffle at the fall meeting?  
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Keith Schaffer:  Class of 2009                   (Photos by Merci Fisher) 
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Keith Schaffer:  Dowsing to see who the president is.  (Photo by Merci Fisher) 
                                 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Trivia: Hands are found on many gravestones.  It may be the hand 
of God pointing downward signifying mortality or sudden death.  The 
hand of God pointing upward signifies the reward of the righteous, 
confirmation of life after death.  Praying hands signify devotion.  
Handshakes may be farewells to earthly existence or may be clasped 
hands of a couple to be reunited in death as they were in life, their 
devotion to each other not destroyed by death.    
                                 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Trivia: Crematoria ovens heat typically to 1,100 to 1,300 F and will 
burn up a 180 lb man in about an hour and a half.  There are always 
bones and chunks left, everything is then ground up and those are the 
ashes you get back.   
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                                                                                  (photo by Merci Fisher) 

 
Here we have Mr. Conrad Beattie, a member of the cemetery 
commission in Williamstown, Vermont.  He was very helpful in 
planning the field trip for our spring meeting.  He is very dedicated to 
the care of the town cemeteries.  I spent a few hours with Mr. Beattie 
a few days prior to the spring meeting.  He advised that they budget a 
certain amount of money each year that is dedicated to the restoration 
of the town cemeteries.  This photo is of the front gate to the East Hill 
Cemetery. 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Trivia: All 50 states are listed across the top of the Lincoln 
Memorial on the back of a $5.00 bill. 
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                                                    (photos by Merci Fisher) 

East Hill Cemetery, Williamstown VT 
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2008-2009 HEADSTONES 

 
Thomas Giffin, President, 61 East Washington St, Rutland Vt, 05701   tgifvt@msn.com   .........802-773-3253 
Betty R Bell, 1st VP, 89 North St, New Haven Vermont, 05472 ……………………………………….  802-453-3947 
Ruth Barton, Grants Administrator, P O Box 309, Putney, Vt 05301……………………………….  802-254-1128  
Arthur Hyde, 2nd VP&Grants Admin Assist, 1991 Upper Plain, Bradford, Vt 05033 …………..   802-222-4088 
Harry Fisher, Treas & Newsletter Ed, P O Box 266, Weston Vt. 05161….. merci@comcast.net...800-675-8815 
Merci Fisher, Assistant Newsletter Ed., PO Box 266, Weston, Vt 05161….merci@comcast.net...800-675-8815 
Justin Giffin, Asst Treas, 61 E Washington St, Rutland, Vt         justingiff@hotmail.com………. 802-779-1671 
Charles E Marchant, Sec, P O Box 132, Townshend Vt, 05353  ……………………………………….802-365-7937 
Edmund Wilcox, Exe Board, 4996 Georgia Shore Rd., St Albans Vt,   05478 ………………………802-524-3318 
 

                          WEB MASTER 
Henry K Woodbury, Webmaster, Contact VOCA on the web at www.sover.net/~hwdbry/voca/ 
or contact VOCA by going to your search engine and enter, Vermont Old Cemetery Association 
                                                               
                                                              FOOTSTONES 
 
2012 Wesly Mowry, P O Box 297, Hartland, VT, 05048  …………………………………………802-436-3383 
2012 Richard Howrigan, P O Box 16, Fairfield Vt, 05455 ……………………………………….802-827-6513 
2009 Robert Hooper, 44 Charity St, Burlington Vt,  05401  hooper9999@aol.com …….802-862-0708 
2009 Laura Griggs, P O Box 252, Reading Vt, 05162 ……………………………………………..802-484-5738 
2012 Ruth Barton,   P O Box 309, Putney, Vt, 05301    ………………………………………….802-254-1128 
2012    Chris Book, 44 N Main, Rutland, VT, 05701   ………………………………………………………802-773-6252 
                                           
Vermont Old Cemetery Association is a non-profit organization founded in 1958 to “encourage the restoration and  
preservation of neglected and abandoned cemeteries in the State of Vermont”.  Meetings are held twice yearly on the  
1st Saturday in May and October.  The VOCA newsletter is published by the editor four times a year to coincide with 
the seasons.  The IRS granted VOCA tax exempt status 3/21/1969 (Ref BUR EO59-26) 
 

                                   VOCA Books For Sale 
 
 The 3rd edition of “Burial Grounds of Vermont” spiral $34.00, lay-flat 
binding $35.  Addendum to 1st & 2nd editions $4.00, “Stones&Bones”, a 
teacher’s resource packet $24.00.  These prices include shipping costs; we are 
not required to collect Vt sales tax.  Send check made out to “VOCA” and a 
return address label, if possible, to “ Charles E Marchant, VOCA Secretary, P O 
Box 132, Townshend, Vermont, 05353” 
 
                                       VOCA County Representatives 
******* These are people who will come help you with your VOCA grant application ************* 

 
Addison- Betty R Bell 802-453-3947             Grand Isle- vacant 
Bennington – Lynne Cassano 802-447-0491  Lamoille- Deanna French 802-888-4537 
                     Jean Kosche – 802-447-2241  Orange- Arthur Hyde 802-222-4088  
Caledonia – vacant                                       Orleans- Wanda Webster  802-525-3550 
Chittenden- Robert Hooper- 802-862-0708    Rutland- Cliff Giffin    802-773-3743 
Essex- Richard Colburn- 802-723-4833        Washington- vacant 
Franklin- Edmund Wilcox- 802-524-3318     Windham- Charles Marchant 802-365-7937 
                                    Windsor- Laura Griggs 802-484-5738 
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 Circle One 
 
       Renewal + member number / Change of address / New member 
 

 Name ______________________________________ member # _______ 
 
 Address ______________________________________________________ 
 
 Town/City ____________________________________________________ 
 
 State _________________________________________ zip ____________ 
 
 Telephone # ___________________________________________________ 

e-mail _________________________________________________________ 
    Dues are for calendar year: 1 year $10.00, 5 years $40.00, and lifetime is $140.00 
           **    A new member joining in Oct or Nov or Dec will have dues applied to the following year  ** 

    Make check payable to VOCA, mail to: Harry Fisher, VOCA Treasurer, P O Box 266 
    Weston, Vermont   05161 
 
 
 
   

 
Vermont Old Cemetery Association 
Harry Fisher, Treasurer/Editor  
P O Box 266 
Weston, Vermont  05161 


